ay hima “felwie JULY /AUGUST. 1981 


“omy 


fees 


Mf GUEST EDITORIAL 


Coping With 
Growing Older 


By Reverend Edythe Dorrance 
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everywhere are struggling daily to cope with the fears of 
growing old. I invite you to look with me at eight ways to 
cope with the physical and emotional drawbacks of growing old. 


1. Wecan cope with the aging process successfully in the faith! Jude 
tells us ‘tye should earnestly contend for the faith”. 

2. We can cope victoriously with the fears of circumstances, 
financial limitations, and physical disabilities, as we claim the 
promise found in Isaiah 40:29-31: ‘He giveth power to the faint; and to them 
that have no might he increaseth strength”. Isaiah 41:10 serves as another 
source of strength, ‘‘Fear thou not; for 1 am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousness’. 

3. Wecan cope with the fearful thoughts of physical death, for to be 
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord! Paul speaks of himself 
as “Paul the aged” (Philemon 9) and in II Timothy 4:7 declares, ‘‘I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith’’. This is the 
epilogue of a successful life! 


4. Wecan cope by being content! Therefore, ‘‘be content with such things 
as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee’’ (Heb. 
13:5). “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content”? (Phil. 
4:11). “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (I Tim. 6:6). There is 
victory in the acceptance of our situation. 


5. We can cope by being interested in others, and not losing 
interest in world events. For example, I have risen at four o’clock in the 
morning to watch on T.V. the launching of the space shuttle Columbia or 
the Olympics in Zapporah, Japan, or Europe. Exciting! It is also suggested 
that when we talk to others we talk about them, instead of ourselves, and 
concentrate on events and activities outside of ourselves. This leaves little 
room for self-pity. Our attitude towards others and events can mean so 
much...we can either become introverts or extroverts. Our lives never 
cease from touching others. Jesus told Simon Peter in Luke 22:31,32 
(NIV), ‘Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed 
for you Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.” 


L: a society where ‘keep young” is the motto, people 


Continued on page ro. 


FOURSQUARE WORLD ADVANCE (ISSN 001 5-9182) 


Official publication of the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel, 
1100 Glendale Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90026 

President, Rolf K. McPherson 

Editor, Pamela Duarte 

Editorial Consultant, Wilbur Waldron, Jr. 

Business Manager, John Bowers 


with January-February and July-August issues combined, at Los Angeles, California. Second- 


Westbrook, G.C. Burris, J. Holland, P.E. Jones, F.H. Wymore, V.F. Gardner, Published 10 times annually, 


This We Believe 


..that the Holy Bible is the inspired 
Word of God (//. Tim. 3:16; Il Pet. 
1:19-21). 

..that God is triune--Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit (/ John 5:7; John 1:1,2,14). 
..that man fell through disobedience 
(Romans 5:12,19). 

.. that Christ died to redeem us (Titus 
2:14; Gal. 3:13), , 

..that salvation is through grace (Eph. 
2:8-10; Rom. 3:23,24). 

..that repentance and acceptance 
are vital (/ John 1:9; John 6:37b). 
..that new birth must be experienced 
to become a child of God (John 3:3; // 
Cor. 5:17). 

..In a daily Christian life (/ Thess. 
5:23; Heb. 6:7). 

..in water baptism through immersion 
(Rom. 6:4; Acts 2:41). 

..in the institution of the Lord's supper 
(| Cor. 11:23b-28). 

..in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 1:5,8; 2:4). 

..in the Spirit filled life (Rom. 12:1,2; 
Gal. 5:16,25). 

.. in the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. 12:6-8; Gal. 5:22,23; John 15.8). 
..that we must be moderate in all 
things (Phil. 4:5). 

IN Divine healing (James 5.14-16; 
Matt. 8:17). 

.. that the Second Coming of Christ is 
both imminent and personal (/ Thess, 
4:16,17), 

..N Church relationship and in civil 
government (Heb. 10:24,25; Rom. 
13518): 

Inthe final judgment (Matt. 13:41-43). 
..IN heaven and hell (/ Cor. 2:9; John 
14:2; Rev. 20:10,15). 

..in tithes and offerings to support the 
Lord's work (Malachi 3:10;/! Cor. 9:7). 
..that the Church is responsible to 
evangelize all nations (Mark 16:15; 
John 4:35-37). 
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ne of the greatest joys of growing 
older is to be able to reflect on 
the past...to rejoice in the happy 
memories and to realize that we’ve 
rown through the difficult times. As I 
eminisce through the pages of my 
liary, perhaps you can reflect on the 
growing times in our own life. 

June, 1914 My mother took me ina 
ttle red wagon to a country Sunday 
school this afternoon, just as she does 
every week. I am so thankful that | 
ave the opportunity to learn about 
od while I am still young. 


December, 1917 Tonight | learned 
who the real “Santa Claus” is when I 
aw my baby dress ona very beautiful 
loll in the top of the Christmas tree. 


August, 1918 This afternoon, at the 
age of seven, I knelt in the sawdust at 
he altar ina country tent meeting and 
accepted Christ as my personal Savior. 
he words God gave to the mission- 
ary/evangelist are sure to come to 
Dass sometime in my life. 

April, 1919 My father passed away 
oday. This is a difficult time as my 
hree older brothers are all in the 
service of our country, leaving just my 
other, one brother, and myself at 
nome on the ranch. But through it all I 
4m learning to lean on the Lord for 
sverything in my life. God is proving 
hat He never fails. 

ovember, 1919 My brothers have 
all returned home safely! What a time 
of thanksgiving to the Lord for His 
srotecting care, and providing so 
eautifully for us while they were gone... 
January, 1921 Our family altar and 
daily reading of the Word has brought 
such strength and growth to my life. 
Praise the Lord for the example and 
eaching of my Christian mother! 
uly, 1924 Moving to city life in 
asadena, California has proven to be 
another stepping stone in the spiritual 
ife of our family. Today, my brother 
told us of a tent meeting being held at 
Hill and Colorado, not too far from our 
ouse. We look forward to going next 
day. 


allie’s Diary 


By Reverend Hallie Tolle 


Today Reverend and Mrs. Maurice Tolle 
are pastoring the Pasadena, California 
Foursquare Church. 


July, 1924 We attended the Four- 
square tent meeting today, where a 
group of students from L.I.F.E. Bible 
College thrilled our souls with their 
music, preaching, enthusiasm, and call 
of God on their lives. It feels as if this is 
the beginning of the rest of our lives— 
we have found the desire and hunger 
of our hearts satisfied. 

October, 1924 Tonight mother and! 
were baptized in water at Angelus 
Temple by Sister McPherson and 
Brother Arthur! Since I was afraid | 
might drown, I asked Brother Arthur 
to please hold my nose, and he did. A 
brother in the congregation took a 
load of us to Angelus Temple for this 
service. It was rainy and we weren’t 
sure if the car would make it. We had 
to hold the side curtains on to keep 
out the rain and wind, but nothing 
could hinder our desire to be obedient 
to the Lord. 

February, 1925 Tonight mother and 
I received the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit—another step in our spiritual 
growth. I remember, before we moved 
to Pasadena, our country mailman 
telling us of “strange meetings” being 
held in Los Angeles by a woman 
preacher, Sister McPherson. He had 
told us of people being saved, sick 


people being healed, and people receiv- 
ing this “power”. Now we know what 
he was talking about! I feel as if I am 
walking on a cloud...words can’t ex- 
press the joy in my heart! 


March, 1926 | am joining with other 
young people as we are learning to 
follow the Bible School students in our 
church, training to be good Crusaders. 
We are serving the Lord in street 
meetings, jail services, youth meetings, 
and as leaders in the church. Signing 
the Crusader Covenant and making 
my commitment to the Lord surely 
has caused spiritual growth in my life, 
and also kept me from yielding to 
temptation on many occasions. 


January, 1927 Everyday during the 
week, I rush home from high school to 
get my homework done, eat, and get 
to the night services. Every night the 
building is filled with hungry hearts 
seeking the things of God. This results 
in many being saved, healed, and filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Sunday School 
classes are held in every available 
space—inside and out of the rented 
building, in nearby homes, and even in 
cars! 

April, 1928 Tonight Dr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Edwards spoke in the service 
about their work in Panama. During 
this special service, the Holy Spirit 
confirmed the call God has given me 
for the mission field! 

November, 1929 Just a few days 
before high school graduation...the 
Lord is dealing with me about going to 
Bible School. Such decisions can be 
so difficult to make... 


September, 1930 I have heeded the 
voice of the Lord. I’m going to L.I.F.E. 
Bible College! Now, not even the 
scholarship I have been offered to the 
professional world can sway me from 
the call God has placed upon my life. 
January, 1931 Praise God! He has 
provided an office position to supply 
my financial needs while attending 
Bible School. Between school, work, 
and church I am so busy, but God 

Continued on page 11. 
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ae Be A 
Has Been! 


Dr. Vincent R. Bird has discovered 
that retirement is just the beginning of a 
new and exciting chapter of life. Prior to 
their retirement in 1977, Dr. and Mrs. 
Bird had completed 44 years of ministry 
serving in various.capacities. These 
included 13 years of pastoring and serving 
for nearly 10 years as Great Lakes District 
Supervisor. In 1959, Dr. Bird became the 
International Director of Youth and 
Christian Education, a position he main- 
tained for the next 18 years. During this 
time he also served on various committees 
and commissions representing the Four- 
square Church. In this article Dr. Bird 
shares his philosophy of life—one which 
continues to provide great fulfillment in 
the lives of he and Connie as they 
minister together. 

ome years ago, I talked witha 
S retoved pastor who had just 
recently stepped aside as senior 
pastor of areputable church. He had 
turned over the reins to a fine young 
pastor with great potential to lead 
that large congregation. I did not 
realize at that moment that an 
expression he made to me would 
govern the philosophy of my life for 
the future years. When I mentioned 
how God had used him to build a 
fine church, he replied, “Yes, but 
now I am only a ‘has been’.” When I 
walked away and began to meditate 
on that statement, I remember saying, 
“God that is not true, and by Your 
grace, I will never say that about 
myself. I will never become a ‘has 
been’, but always a ‘will be’.” I firmly 
believe that God is looking for the 
man or woman who will say “I am 
available”, regardless of age. The 
later years can be some of the 
happiest times of our lives. 

It is natural that we look forward 
to retirement when we reach a certain 
age. So often we have witnessed 
couples who will work and save for 
that day, only to find that one of 
them is taken in death and all the 
dreams disappear like a vapor. Soa 
proper philosophy of life is most 
important. Life does not begin or end 
at forty or sixty-five. 
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Let Us Enjoy Life Together 


We find that every decade has a 
new challenge. But we need to deter- 
mine some of the things we mutually 
would like to do. Iremember the first 
trip I made to Israel. It seemed 
impossible for both of us to go. In 
fact, I borrowed the money and drove 
the car another year. I determined to 
never go again without Connie. Since 
that time the Lord has allowed us to 
go three times together, with the 
possibility of going again this year. 

I do not believe in extending 
ourselves financially beyond our 
abilities, and a buffer for arainy day 
is proper, but there are some things 
we cannot afford not to do. Wonderful 
memories can be a tremendous 
benediction. 

Setting Time Slots For Fulfillment 

Setting a time period for a certain 
phase of ministry can be a method of 
not only evaluating our effective- 
ness in ministry, but also a guide for 
knowing the will of God and His 
direction for our lives. Ihave always 
been thankful to see a pastor find a 
community where he feels that it is 
God's will for him to stay the rest of 
his life. But there is no place for 
coasting and where business as usual 
becomes a form of semi-retirement. 


Better To Step Under 
Than To Step Aside 
Two years before I became sixty- 
five, I publicly announced my intent 
to terminate my administrative office 
at headquarters. I remember saying 
I did not know what I would do, but 
if I knew my heart I could gladly 
work under submission to a young 
pastor and be a support minister to 
him. Little did I realize then that by 
1981 we would have spent four years 
as associate pastors at First Four- 
square Church in Van Nuys, Califor- 
nia. 
These have been some of the most 
exciting years of our lives. We are 
surrounded by a multitude of people 


By Dr. Vincent R. Bird 
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who love us, respect and care for us. 
It is a joy to counsel those in need 
and teach an adult Bible Class named 
“Young at Heart”. I also sit as an 
advisor-counselor to those working 
with over a thousand children every 
Sunday. Because of the influence of 
the church, we are privileged to 
counsel ministers of the gospel through- 
out the nation and of many denomi- 
nations who solicit help and guidance 
in their ministries. It is not only a 
joy, but a privilege to submit to and 
to come under the authority of: our 
pastor. That is what I mean when I 
say it is better to step under than to 
step aside. 

I would never claim my persona 
experience as a pattern that might fit 
your life. If you feel you have to be in 
the limelight and the final authority 
in all matters, then it will never 
work for you. Personally, I find it 
very rewarding not to have to worry 
about the financial matters or be 
forced to make major decisions 
pertaining to the work, but just share 
in the ministry of touching people 
and be available when my advice or 
counsel is requested. 

A Few Observations 

We must make it known in some 
way that we are available. To be 
available means that we must stay 
in the flow of ministry and be flexible 
in where we locate. I have talked 
with a number of pastors who would 
be delighted to have on their staff an 
older, seasoned minister, who desired 
to cut back his responsibilities and 
have more free time. 

I often think of Caleb when he 
looked up at that mountain. He knew 
it was full of giants, but still he 
demanded, “Give me that mountain.” 
He may have thought, “Give the 
lower regions to the younger. I have 
more time and probably know the 
rigors of facing the enemy in battle. 
Don't worry about my age, for ] am 
just as strong andin many ways stronger 
than when I was young.” Ly 
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at role will euthanasia play? 


tife In The Future ... 


By Dr. Walter T. Snipes 


he speed of change in today’s 
world is perhaps one of the 
most significant features of our 
time in history. Some civilizations 
lasted over one thousand years. 
Today’s “worlds” may stand only a 
decade. Interesting examples were 
the eras of the 1950's, 1960's, and 
1970's. Each was significant and 
gave way to the next decade withits 
changes and particular life styles. 
_ The question arises, “What will 
the future hold?” The beginning of 
the 1980's finds us embroiled in 
controversy over abortion, birth 
‘control, genetic engineering, cloning, 
and euthanasia. 
Germany was one of the countries 
during my lifetime which made the 
idea of “death with dignity” accept- 
able. During this time, men began to 
believe that there was such a thing 
as a life that was devoid of meaning 
and therefore not worth living. Today, 
this has been enlarged to mean in 
utero conditions — abortion, or when 
the aged are no longer productive 
and able to care for themselves — 
euthanasia (a putting to death by 
painless means). 
Some authorities, such as Francis 
Schaeffer in his book coauthored 
with Dr. Everett C. Koop, 1Whatever 
Happened to the Human Race?, 
believe that abortion is simply the 
prelude to more extensive practices 
in the future. They said, “The next 
step is to destroy human individuals 
or groups of individuals because 
they are unwanted, imperfect, or 
socially embarrassing. Senility, in- 
firmity, retardation, insanity, and 
incontinence are conditions that come 
ree ee 

Dr. Snipes, a psychologist, is presently 
serving in Counseling Ministries at Valley 
Community Foursquare Church in El 
Monte, Ca. He has taught in public 
school and as a psychology professor at 
Appalachian State University. He is 
also known as a retreat and conference 
speaker for Marriage and Family Enrich- 
ment. 
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to mind.” If this is true and the 
direction set, then even the most 
liberal thinkers among us should 
probably be alarmed as to what the 
future holds. 

I was teaching a university grad- 
uate class when I read Whatever 
Happened to the Human Race?. | 
was startled by the students’ belief 
that unwanted life was unwanted 
life, regardless at which end of the 
spectrum it existed. The class was 
mostly female and all were sixth- 
year students. Eight students were 
involved. I told them I was interested 
in this area and would like their 
response to the question they were 
about to be asked. They were first 
asked how many believed in abortion 
on demand and for any reason. Four 


of the students, or fifty percent, 
responded that they did. Two of the 
remainder believed in abortion under 
some conditions and the other two 
were against abortion. I then asked 
the question about ending life for the 
aged when they were no longer 
productive or able to care for them- 
selves. The same four persons who 
believed in abortion on demand for 
any reason expressed a belief that 
this was the best method for this 
group as well. Euthanasia should be, 
according to these students, an 
accepted and tolerated practice for 
the elderly. This small sample of 
population and bit of information 
was quite an eye-opener for a sedate 
and aging professor who has always 
believed that man is God's special 
creation and life alone is in His 
hands. 

It would appear that the present 
humanistic thrust of American edu- 
cational institutions will continue to 
impact the American scene and 
influence thinking. This thrust is 
that man is the beginning and end of 
all things. I personally see no end to 
this as we move toward the 21st 
century. If that is true, then without 
a doubt, we will continue to see the 
movement toward euthanasia becom- 
ing stronger and stronger. The drain 
on financial resources of families 
and social services will aid in the 
movement. 

This means one thing to the 
Christian. Those of us who believe 
that God is the beginning and end of 
all things and that man is His special 
creation must raise our voices and 
be heard in the forums of our nation. 
We must not let such statements as 
“freedom of choice” and “death with 
dignity” be our guide. We must 
continue to believe that every life is 
worth living and every person is a 
special creation. 


1Schaeffer and Koop, Whatever Happened 
to the Human Race?, Fleming Revell Company, 
Old Tappan, Tappan, New Jersey, 1979. 
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y | “here are several ways senior 
citizens can be ministered to 
and ministered through within 

the framework of the local church. 
Take a look at two churches which 
are actively involved in different aspects 
of ministry with the older person in 
mind: 
“Keenagers” Involved In 
Active Ministry 

A generation gap at Florence 

Avenue Foursquare Church? No way! 
At this church, located in Santa Fe 
Springs, California, David’s words 
of praise have a special meaning. He 
said, “One generation shall praise 
thy works to another, and shall 
declare thy mighty acts” (Psalm 
145:4). In an atmosphere of love and 
respect, old and young work, play, 
and pray together. 


The Senior Citizens of this church 
have dubbed themselves “Keenagers” 
and are keen on being active in both 
their ministry and their recreation. 

It is not uncommon to find Keen- 
agers participating in services by 
leading songs, reading scriptures and 
lending support to each other and to 
the younger folks in the congregation 
as well. Dr. Clyde Greisen and Dr. 
C.E. Hall, senior Foursquare minis- 
ters, serve on the staff as pastoral 
associates, 

Each month the Keenagers meet 
for potluck dinners. For these get- 
togethers, they have invited speakers 
from local hospitals to tell them how 
to cope with health problems that 
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Keeping Up 


With The Keenagers 


the elderly face. At one dinner, a 
speaker from the Social Security 
Office informed them of ways to get 
the most out of the Social Security 
Program. 


Not to be outdone by the teenagers, 
the church's Keenagers have hopped 
on the church bus and made their 
way to many of Southern California’s 
recreational spots. They have visited 
the San Diego Zoo, Catalina Island 
and Knott’s Berry Farm. Future 
excursions include trips to the Ra- 
mona Pageant in Hemet, the Lawrence 
Welk Museum in Escondido, and a 
tour of the Los Angeles harbor with 
lunch at Ports-O-Call. 

At Florence Avenue Foursquare 
Church the Keenagers have bridged 
the generation gap. In doing so, 
David's words of praise continue to 
be fulfilled: “Thy kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and thy domin- 
ion endureth throughout all genera- 
tions” (Psalm 145:13). 

Providing A Spiritual 
Home For Senior Citizens 

“Treatment of the elderly will likely 
be one of the largest social policy 
issues of the last part of this century.” 
This suggestion by Canadian Na- 
tional Health and Welfare Minister, 
Monique Begin, pinpoints areal need 
that calls for response from the 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

Fight years ago in God-led fore- 
sightedness, the Kingsway Four- 
square Church in Vancouver, British 
Columbia built and dedicated “Kings- 
way Court” to provide housing anda 
spiritual home for the 117 seniors 
that are accommodated in the 107 
bachelor and 10 one bedroom suites. 
From the very beginning the key to 
the effectiveness of this ministry has 
been the ministry and management 
lovingly provided by Reverend Paul 
Gray and his wife, June, 

The Kingway Court ministry has 
consistently contradicted the statis- 
tics that say it is difficult to lead 
older people to Christ. Paul and 
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Florence Avenue “Keenagers” get ready for a 
special outing; Senior Citizens of 
Vancouver, B.C. call “Kingsway Court” home. 


June, after years of successful 


ministry in the Northwest District, 


had the tremendous joy of leading 


many of the residents of Kingsway 
Court into a first time relationship 


with Christ, as well as seeing others 


renewed in their faith. 


June Gray, who was taken to be | 


with Christ this last year, had a 
large presentation of souls to make 
in King Jesus’ Court, because of 
faithful ministry at Kingsway Court. 

One of the residents who came to 
Christ after moving into Kingsway 


. 
| 
| 


Court wrote, “I love my Lord, He 


meets all my needs. He’s my rock, 
my counselor, the joy of my life and 
He’s my friend.” 

Financing for the Court’s construc- 
tion was made possible by a govern- 
ment subsidized mortgage and many 
of the people who live there are 
eligible for rental assistance. 

Pastor Barry McGaffin knows the 
benefits of this ministry are two- 
sided and acknowledges the great 
spiritual contribution the seniors 
make to the Kingsway church. “It’s 
like having a great battery directing 
power into our church. I know that 
many of the folks at the Kingsway 
Court specialize in intercession for 


the work of God.” (4) 
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Missions Insisht 


Vhen The Church 


arows Up 


uch has been written recently 
M about the postwar baby boom 

growing up. Both Newsweek 
and Time featured articles covering 
its effects upon American life. How- 
ever, it is not only the babies of the 
40's and 50's that have matured. The 
church overseas, born at the same 
time, has also grown up. It too is 
making an impact upon this genera- 
tion. We can look for major changes 
in the world church in this decade as 
the postwar church enters the main- 
stream of Christian activity. The 
characteristics of the mature church 
are evident and endless when you 
know what you are looking for. 

A mature church is one which has 
inherent power for exponential 
growth. In other words, it can grow 
quantitatively and qualitatively at 
an ever increasing rate without infu- 
sion from outside sources. It means 
the church possesses a quality to 
evangelize, nurture converts, and 
develop leadership with better quali- 
ties, in larger quantities at a faster 
rate. At a time when the world’s 
population is growing exponentially, 
this quality is essential for the 
mature church. 

To recognize a mature church look 
for contextualization. “Contextuali- 
zation” implies “an interweaving’. 
Applied to the church, it means the 
church has dropped foreign forms 
and donned mannerisms from its 
own culture without compromising 
its message. This is more than 
nationalization. It means the church 
has become “woven” into the fabrics 
of society and culture, and in turn 
culture has influenced the manner of 
church life. Its forms of worship and 
work are natural. They may appear 
foreign to us, but when you examine 
the church in its own setting you 
will observe it is at home in its own 
culture. What they do is as natural 
as sand on the beach and rocks on 
the mountains. 


By Reverend Mitchell Belobaba 
Missionary Advisor To Foursquare 
Churches of West Africa 


Top: A rural Nigerian 
congregation is proof that there 
is an “interweaving” of church 


WEST AFRICA 


age 


and culture; At right: Felix Uzor 1971 1980 Increase 
and his wife pastor a growing Churches/Meeting Places 9 81 900% 
congregation in Aba, Nigeria; jMembers/Adherents 1,280 15,000 1200% 

Far right: Theological Education Mi 19 0 209 
by Extension assists in the nisters 8 420% 
development of leadership in In Ministry Training 42 194 462% 
Nigeria. Cash Flow To Nat'l Office $2,000 $120,000 6,000% 


The mature church is non-sectar- 
ian. This does not mean it is without 
a denominational identity. The im- 
mature church reaches across denom- 
inational lines to draw peple to its 
own views and for its own gain. A 
mature church crosses denomination- 
al lines to contribute to the growth 
and development of others and for 
the furtherance of God’s kingdom. It 
recognizes there are other sheep not 
of its fold. It admits to denominational 
distinctives, but does not let such get 
in the way of fellowship, unity of 
brethren, or cooperation in evange- 
lism. A church can only do this when 
it does not feel threatened — when it 
is theologically sound and does not 
fear contamination. Only a mature 
church can behave in this manner. 


Then, the mature church is cosmo- 
politan — free from local, provincial, 
or national prejudices. This is more 
than missionary mindedness. It 
means a concern and a commitment 
for others beyond its tribe, tongue, 
and political persuasions. It trans- 
lates “the field” to mean “the world” 
and demonstrates such understand- 
ing by action. Maturity accepts the 
responsibility of being a “brother's 
keeper” even if that “brother” may 
differ racially or ideologically. You 
will always feel at home in a mature 
church. 

Perhaps I have been writing about 
your church. I know I have been 
writing about the church I have been 
involved with for the past decade 
—The Foursquare Gospel Church in 
West Africa. rm 


ADVANCE 7 


“The role of the missionary is 
changing rapidly ... our churches 
are solving their problems, govern- 

ing themselves and growing in 
Christ in spite of warand economic 
instabilily.” 


Jerry King, Guatemala 


of our lives, we waited to see if the 
Lord would open or close the door to go 
to a foreign field. He 
opened it,we stepped 
through and have 
been depending on 
Him ever since... 


eVAYfiins to do whatever the Lord desired 


The role of the mis- 
sionary is changing 
rapidly; consisting 
primarily of establish- 
ing local leadership to = 
build the body of Christ. It is extremely 
rewarding to watch the Nicaraguan and 
Guatemalan church grow into maturity. In 

“ spite of political and economic disadvan- 
tages, our churches are solving their 
problems, governing themselves and 
growing in Christ.” 


Jerry and Jennie King have been on the 
mission field for seven years and have 
already lived through two civil wars. Finish- 
ing language school in Costa Rica, they 
were assigned to the country of Nicaragua. 
In June of 1979, when the war had become 
so intense that all foreigners were asked to 
leave, the Kings moved temporarily to 
Honduras and then were assigned to 
Guatemala. 
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Honduras 


Guatemala 


aw Nicaragua 


Regular times of prayer and 
study with church leadership 
lay a strong and vital 
foundation enabling self ~ 
government by the — 

national church. * 


Jeanie’s participation in 
leadership and teaching 
responsibilities provides 
added direction to those 
growing and maturing 
in Christ. 


Surrounded by the extreme 
poverty,the church is * 
preparing to reach out in © 
love and concern in new # 
ways as the poor economy, 
political upheaval and war 
bring new challenges to 
minister to the lost. @ 


In spite of the extreme 
disadvantages of political 
unrest,God is raising up 
mature leadership to 
establish His Church. 


Cleansing from sin is sought 
through religious smoke 
purification ceremonies,as 
countless thousands are 
held captive in superstition 
and idolatry. 


Prayer candles, lit in the 
darkness,bring no lasting 

* answers to those seeking 

_ peace and forgiveness. Only 
__ the Light of the world as 

, revealed in God's Word can 
bring understanding and 
freedom from sin. 


Central America has struggled with eco- 
nomic solvency and political stability for 
many years. Historically, the church seems 
to grow best in times of adversity and our 
missionaries report a great surge of growth 
and strength during these extremely difficult 
times. We rejoice at the victories and growth, 
but our hearts ache at the human suffering. 
Again, we feel a call to pray. 


For a Prayer Focus 


e Resolve the war in Central America 
e Heal the affected minds of people 

e Bring revival and renewal to his church 
e Renew and restore the King family 


It is the promise of Jesus: whatsoever 
we ask in His name shall be ours,if we 


believe in Him... Together! 


wg Open Your Bible 


No Early Retirement 


For Abraham! 


at twenty. Yet, Abram didn’t get his career in gear until 
he was seventy-five. Abram’s career was a long life of 
faith. 

The starting point of the life of faith is sovereign grace. The 
first requisite is separation from the old self-life. To recall the 
call of Abram will give us hearing that generates faith. 
(Romans 10:17) 

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, untoa 
land that I will shew thee’ (Genesis 12:1). This incident is 
amplified by Stephen in his defense recorded in Acts 7:2,3: 
“The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he 
was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, and said unto 
him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come 
into the land which I shall shew thee’’. 

The divine title, ‘God of glory” (Acts 7:2) is a Kingdom 
title and is used only one other time, in Psalm 29:3: ‘'The 
voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth...”’ 
The Lord Jesus Christ is designated the ‘‘King of glory” in 
Psalm 24:7. The strength of this title is enhanced when 
viewed with the backdrop of idolatry that Abram’s father 
and family were involved in. The ‘‘God of glory” appeared in 
sharp contrast to the “other gods”. The very title God is 
called by indicates the first requisite of the life of faith — 
separation. 


| ife doesn’t begin at forty for those who went like sixty 


Guest Editorial, continued. 


By Reverend Jim Hammon 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


‘The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham...” 
(Acts 7:2). The fact that the ‘God of glory’? appeared to 
Abraham is no small thing. This is probably the earliest 
theophanic manifestation of the many revelations of God to 
man that we read of in the Old Testament. The manner of 
this appearing is not clear, but we do not read of God having 
appeared to Abel or even Noah. We can conclude then that 
this appearance, whatever its manner or form, was a special 
privilege bestowed on Abraham. Jesus said in His advanced 
theology course of John 6:46 that He was the only one to see 
the Father, and John 1:18 substantiates that truth. We, 
therefore, conclude that such theophanies were indeed 
manifestations of the preincarnate Christ, and anticipated 
the incarnation. Further, that God was now appearing to 
Abraham to appoint a special people — separated unto 
Himself. 

This appointment was by the calling of grace. Abram had 
no merit to recommend himself to God. In fact, the day in 


which he lived is probably described in Romans, chapter 
one. It was when the total depravity of man was fully 


demonstrated by the antediluvians, and again at Babel, that 


the ‘God of glory’ (King of a new Kingdom) dealt in 


sovereign grace with Abram. Abram was called to separate 
himself from his country and his place by nature. God 
promised to then open an inheritance to him. He was called 
to walk by faith and live as a stranger upon the earth. See in 


Abram’s life the starting point of the life of faith — our 


heavenly calling. As citizens of the Kingdom of God we are 
called by sovereign grace to a life separated unto the ‘God of 
glory.” 


C 


6. We can cope through humor. Sister 
Aimee Semple McPherson taught us to 
never lose our sense of humor! A few years 
ago, writer-publisher Norman Cousins cured 
himself of a fatal affliction through humor 
and laughter. More recently we have read 
how President Reagan’s extraordinary sense 
of humor helped his own serious condition 
after being wounded in an assassination 
attempt. In his book, Laughter and Liberation, 
Harvey Mindness, an authority on humor, 
says “humor is a kind of outlook...and one 
with great therapeutic value...it can enable 
us to survive both failure and success.” 
Remember the prescription found in Pro- 
verbs 17:22, ‘‘A merry heart doeth good like a 
medicine’’. 
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7. We can cope through prayer. This 
includes prayer for-ourselves as prayer and 
praise in His presence brings peace and 
healing. We are also admonished in James 
5:16 to ‘‘pray one for another’’. In the great 
army of older believers, not as active 
physically, are effectual prayer warriors. 
We can pray for our own organization, for 
missionaries around the world, and for 
pastors who are still active. There is victory 
through prayer! 


8. We can cope through work. The 
“work of the ministry” never ends. (Ephe- 
sians 4:12). Jesus’ first recorded words, 
‘...1 must be about my Father’s business...” 
(Luke 2:49), are true even today as He is at 


the Father’s right hand, interceding for 
us... His work never ends! The older person 
must enter into community activities and 
neighborhood friendships, for God uses us 
where we are. He said, ‘‘Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:16). He didn’t put an age limit 
on it, so let your light shine! Work while it 
is still day! (John 9:4) 


As one grows older there are draw- 
backs physically as the body diminishes 
in strength. However, no matter what 
your age is, your mind, heart, emotions, 
and love for God and His people 
remain! 


Pe > 
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grat Trends 
at a Glance... 


. . Recent studies by social scientists 
uggest that fathers surprisingly exert 
ore influence than mothers on their 
hildren’s religious practices and morality. 
he studies suggest that a reasonable 
alance of fathering and mothering con- 
tribute to the healthiest development of 
hildren, and that fathers by “actions 
hich speak louder than words" have a 
reater impact on growing children than 
reviously supposed. University of Cali- 
Ornia sociologists Alan C. Acock and 
ernL. Bengston found that the “religious 
eliefs” of children could best be predicted 
by examining the beliefs of their mother. 
But they unexpectedly found that children's 
“sense of piety and church attendance” 
were most likely reflections of their father’s 
religion. 


According to historian and editor 
Martin Marty, singles have two primary 
gifts to offer the church — “a reminder of 
the value of privacy, of time alone to think 
and reflect” and “a reminder that no one 
Can afford to overlook the gift of friendship.” 


pee Leona Cnabook 


By Reverend Ed Stanton 
National Director of Youth Ministries 
ast weekend I was part of a 
[ dedication. We consecrated a 
Bg building--a former well-known 
bar to be exact. Several years ago, the 
saints in the Taft Foursquare Church 
embraced a vision for the youth in 
their community. Like many places, 
his small, California desert town had 
little to offer its young. The big event? 
“Cruise and Booze.” Their vision? To 
provide a place where young people 
could come and be loved into the 
Kingdom of God. Food and beverage 
are sold, contemporary Christian 
music permeates the atmosphere, ping 
pong and other games are provided. 
The weekends feature concerts and 
films. Nothing like it can be found for 
miles around. It is appropriately called, 
“The Ark”. 


.. Atheist leader Madalyn Murray O'Hair 
has failed in the first round of her legal 
challenge to ban the practice of main- 
taining chaplains in Congress. Mrs. O'Hair 
sued the government last summer, arguing 
that employing and paying chaplains from 
the federal treasury violates the Consti- 
tution’s ban on an establishment of religion. 
Both the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives have been serviced by 
chaplains for more than 200 years. Mrs. 
O'Hair said she will appeal the decision. 
(EP News Service) 


. All but six percent of Americans say 
they believe in God or in a universal spirit. 
Despite the monopoly of the evolutionists 
in public education, half the adults in the 
U.S. believe God created Adam and Eve 
to start the human race. While eight 
Americans inten believe that Jesus Christ 
is God or the Son of God, thirteen percent 
believe Jesus was simply ‘another leader 
like Muhammad.” Only one percent believe 
Jesus never actually existed. Sixty-five 
million adults believe the Bible is inerrant. 
(Gallup Poll findings published in Moody 
Monthly) 


. ‘If you find yourself weighed down with 
responsibilities beyond your capacity, why 
not trust God to do for you, what you 
cannot do for yourself? You will discover 
the joy of finding Him sufficient and He will 
be glorified in yous” (See || Corinthians 
12:9) 


An oasis in the desert. God has not 
only redeemed a building; He is visibly 
redeeming people. While listening to 
Pastor Lewis Bowers, and looking 
around the tastefully refurbished build- 
ing, the Holy Spirit made it clear to me 
that we were a part of something far 
grander than a building dedication. 
We were there offering ourselves to 
the Father’s plans. His purpose? Buy 
back the young! How? By using praying 
people (who contended for “The Ark’s 
existence from day one), willing leader- 
ship, students who are plain, average 
Christian youth, and a former bar. 
Somehow the whole evening reminded 
me of a smelly stable, terrified shep- 
herds, and wondering parents. 

As we speed toward 21st century 
technology and sophistication, | hear 
the Lord saying, “I’m only looking for 
people who will move in simple faith 
and allow me to grace them for the 


accomplishment of my purpose — 
4 


redemption.” 


rr 


Family focus, continued. 


continues to supply me with His 
supernatural strength. 


June, 1932 How exciting it is to 
realize the importance and blessing of 
tithing! Tithing has always been a part 
of my life as my mother taught me asa 
child to learn to tithe and give. In spite 
of the Depression, God has continued 
to supply my financial needs. It has not 
affected my job, funds for Bible School, 
nor the needs of my mother. God is 
good; He never fails! 

June, 1933 It’s here — graduation 
from Bible School in the Mariner’s 
Class. All of the students feel the 
burning call to preach the Foursquare 
Gospel, as Sister McPherson has 
implanted in our hearts the urgency of 
the hour. 


July, 1933 Maurice Tolle and! were 
united in marriage today. Praise the 
Lord that we both have been called to 
the ministry. So much opportunity for 
service lies ahead for us! 


July, 1981 Since that special day 48 
years ago, we have ministered as 
youth directors, pioneered new Four- 
square churches, pastored established 
churches, and served on the mission 
field. Fulfilling the call of the Lord has 
taught us that God is faithful all the 
way. The only lasting satisfaction in 
the world is that of dedicating a life to 
Christ for whatever He has for us to 
do, and then doing it. Looking back, I 
can see how God has led us every step 
of the way. 

We have deep gratitude in our hearts 
to the Lord for giving to us our 
daughter, Darlene, who also felt the 
call of the Lord on her heart at a very 
early age. We are thankful that she has 
been busy serving Him ever since that 
time. We are also grateful for two 
GRANDchildren, Rick and Lori. 
Nothing can take the place of life in the 
Family of God. Those who have lived 
with us and whose paths our lives have 
crossed have been a rich blessing, 
encouragement, and help to us in this 
Christian walk, in our home, and in the 
work of the Lord. 

Looking back, I can see that God 
has directed the paths that we have 
trod—the joyous and the difficult. 
Today, we are busy as can be serving 
the Lord and trying to keep ahead of 
old age. Truly, the JOY OF THE 
LORD has been our strength for every 


day! 
ADVANCE tl 
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A REPORT OF FOURSQUARE 


WORLD MINISTRIES 


Baja, Mexico... 


Although government restrictions 
on evangelical Christian churches 
are steadily increasing, the Lord is 
anointing young people in a power- 
ful way to continue to spread the 
good news. Christian television and 
radio programs and American gospel 
literature have had a growing influence 
on hundreds of thousands of Mexican 
people. The government views these as a 
threat and has reacted very forcefully to 
minimize them. No more evangelical TV 
and radio productions are allowed to be 
broadcast. No Christian books published 
in the United States are permitted to be 
sold in Mexican bookstores. To keep a 
tight rein on evangelical pastors, a law is 
now being considered to have all church- 
es register with the government. Many 
of our American missionaries are already 
finding it difficult to remain there. 
Ludwig Mantei has been our Four- 
square man in Mexicali, the capital city 
of the state of Baja, for 18 years. He has 
focused much of his work on young 


Our missionaries know the value of developing 
friendships with people of all ages because 
God can use anyone, no matter how young, to 


people and that seed is now bearing fruit 
at a critical time. His construction work 
training proved valuable in the early 
years of his appointment to Baja. Ludwig's 
first burden was to reach out to the 
hundreds of children, living along local 
canals, who were so extremely poor they 
couldn’t attend school. To meet that 
need, he built asmall day school. As they 
began to read and write and grow into 
teenagers, they became hungry for 
greater spiritual nourishment from God’s 
Word. Ludwig’s answer to that was to 
build a Bible School. Many of the grad- 
uates are pastoring their own churches 
today in towns and villages all over the 
state. 

Now Ludwig is developing a 50 acre 
Youth Camp in the mountains nearby, 
which presently accommodates 200 
people. It was there last July that 85 
accepted Christ as Savior and many 
were baptized in the Holy Spirit. He sees 
this camp as aspiritual bridgehead from 
which teams of anointed teenagers will 
regularly fan out to several major cities 
within two hours drive. 

Ludwig Mantei invites our prayers 
specifically for the Mexican government, 
for the youth to hear and respond to the 
Lord’s call, and for a diesel plant to pump 
water and provide light for his youth 
camp’s buildings. 


Korea. . . 


God promised a year of i 
beginnings, and fulfillment is 
folding with new converts andr 
churches! Ron and Charlotte Mey 
our Foursquare missionaries in Tae; 
were overseeing six churches last 
when the Holy Spirit quickened wit 
them that the next 12 months would! 
“new beginnings” for their eighth y 
of ministry in that Far East country. 4 
theyre praising God for what is happ 
ing. The year is not yet over and at_ 
count 11 churches are now under§ 
leadership. 

One example of how God has m 
occurred when a former Foursqu 
pastor returned to their church 
and shortly thereafter felt led to minis 
in a neighborhood where a group 
people were praying for the preseneé 
a Pentecostal church. He was th 
answer! | 

Ron and Charlotte ask you to p 
with them especially about the carry 
out of a strong discipleship ministry 
Korea, the growth in number of belieyv 
within well-founded churches, and t 
planning of a successful national e 


vention of Foursquare believers. 


draw other family members into His flock. In 
Baja, Mexico, Ludwig Mantei cuddles up with 
a@ new-found friend. 


As is obvious at Baja’s Granja Cecelia Church 
last Christmas, gifts of toys from American —_ 

believers help our missionaries establish good re ail 
relationships with youngsters. As these one- 

on-one relationships mature over the years 

between missionary and child, many young 

people, and even their whole families, come to 

know Jesus as Savior and Lord. 


ast, Agee ae 3 


here’s new life in heaven and 
h for a five year old deaf and 
ab boy miraculously healed by 
Lord in this island country off 
south coast of India. That comes 
p Surprise to us because God promises 
Lsigns and wonders. But to 19 million 
le so entrenched in their practice of 
Hindu religion it is an eventful 
mony of the power of the living Lord. 
mdage of the body, as well as of the 
, plagues Sri Lankans. Water is 
tantly in very short supply, while 
rical power and telephones can never 
DUnted on to work. The cost of living 
risen tremendously while wages 
s hardly budged. Bread, for example, 
e times more expensive than it was 
years ago. Many resort to suicide as 
mnly escape. 

is former British colony, known 
1 as Ceylon, was a challenging 
Inment for our Foursquare mission- 
Richard Kiser and his wife Betty. 
ural heritage so wrapped up in 
luism ‘makes it extremely difficult 
ri Lankans to be receptive to the 
stian message and especially to stand 
mitted to God’s plan for their lives. 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, the 
ps are having a great impact. The 
le of Sri Lanka are responding and 
1 miracles like the healing of the 

deaf and dumb since birth. As they 
ress in their faith, they are freeing 

‘homes of pictures of Hindu gods 

removing from their bodies the 

3 and strings traditionally worn for 

ction and health. 

ere isa large enough community of 
vers now that they want to build a 

lanent meeting place. So poor, yet 

1g to make sacrifices of what little 

ay they have in order to construct a 

ch building, these believers are 

vering a universal truth: what we 

unto the Lord comes back to us in 

1 greater abundance. One man 

10 money, but he offered instead his 

and muscle to dig all the foundation. 


MISSIONS 
INTERNATIONAL 


An excitng missionary tour is 
being plannned. Participators will 
visit the countries of Panama, 
Ecuador, and Colombia during 


The essentials of life — food, water, shelter, 
transportation — are readily available to us, 
but in the places where our missionaries go it 
is aconstant struggle to survive. In Sri Lanka, 
for example, the most common form of 
transport is still the bullock cart. It presents 
our Foursquare ministers with a formidable 
challenge to teach the people Jesus can be 
trusted to meet their every need. 


God is raising up attractive, intelligent young 
adult native people in every land to show the 
love of Jesus and tell the good news to their 
own countrymen. Roshan and Brenda Sel- 
varatnum are now Foursquare workers in Sri 
Lanka’s capital city of Colombo. 


September 1 - 15, 1981. These three 
countries have experienced a great 


visitation of God’s Holy Spirit in recent 
years. 


Along with visits to churches and 
personally meeting our missionaries and 
national leaders in these lands, there 


will be opportunity to visit scenic areas 


that are considered some of the most 
spectacular in the world. In Panama the 
sites include the Miraflores locks on the 
Panama Canal and the tropical island of 
Taboga. After participation in the Silver 
Anniversary services in Guayaquil, Ecua- 
dor, the tour will fly into the high Andes 
Mountains to the city of Quito. Tour 
members will visit the orphanage, Houses 
of Happiness, and the world famous 
gospel broadcast headquarters of Radio 
HCJB. A half day will be spent in the 
Indian market in Pujuli. While in Bogota, 
a weekend will be spent in some of the 
outstanding Foursquare churches there, 
including the Northside Church whose 
members are some of the leading bust 
ness and civic leaders of the country. 
There will be visits to the underground 
Salt Cathedral and the Gold Museum. 

For more information regarding this 
tour, write: Edgar A. Coombs, Missions 
International, 1100 Glendale Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90026, (213) 484-1100,ext. 


Community Concern 


Armed Forces Day 
Jacksonville, N.C. 

The Jacksonville, N.C. Foursquare 
Church is unique in that approximately 
95% of its congregation is made up of 
military personnel and their families. 
Several armed forces camps are located 
nearby, thus making the Jacksonville 
church “home” for many military 
families who are away from their own 
families in other states. The average age 
of this congregation is between 27-30 
years of age and all are enthusiastic 
about serving God. 

This congregation celebrated Armed 
Forces Day by having their military 
people wear their uniforms to church in 


order that they might be honored. A red 
carnation was presented to each wife 
whose husband was away overseas or 
retired. The theme of the service was 
“God Bless America” and the church 
was decorated with red carnations and 
American flags. Pastor Duane 
Clevenger reported: “It was a thrill to 
pray for our country, the release of the 
hostages and for the leaders of our 
country as well as the leaders of the 
military branches. It gives new hope for 
Our Country to see these men serve God 
as well as country.” 


Race Track Ministry 
In Northern California 


The “back side” of Bay Meadows in 
Northern California is like the ‘back 
side” of almost every race track in 
America. Hundreds of horses are 
bedded and fed on shed rows. 
Pampered is an understatement. Every 
imaginable need is anticipated. Money is 
no object. The horse has his special 
diet, medication, shoes, and 
immaculately clean stable carpeted 
daily with fresh straw. 

Just down the line are the “tack 
rooms’ where the people live. The 
rooms are six feet by eight feet and 
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Inside Our Foursquare Family 


have cold cement floors. There are 
community restrooms for nearly a 
thousand people...hot walkers, exercise 
boys and girls. Sometimes a family of 
four lives in a single room. Most speak 
no English. A small city devoted to the 
horse: A thousand bored, underclothed, 
sometimes hungry, always forgotten 
people living for their king—the horse. 
The conditions on the back side give 
birth to hopelessness. Many turn to 
drugs, alcohol, immorality and violence. 

But all is not hopeless, as race track 
Chaplain Sam Sanchez spends his days 
walking the shed rows sharing Jesus. 
When the San Mateo, Ca. Foursquare 
Church realized the great need in this 
area, they seized the opportunity by 
giving clothing, food and cash to be 
distributed by the Chaplain. As pastor of 
the church at that time, Rev. B. Randle 
Helton helped to organize and was 
asked to chair the board to oversee the 
ministry. 

Today, Rev. Helton is pastoring in 
Pinole, Ca. and continues to serve as 
Chairman of the Northern California 
Race Track Chaplaincy Association, as 
well as on the National Board of that 
organization. He shares, “| have 
discovered that Northern California is 
one of a growing number of similar 
ministries across the United States, 
serving tracks in Southern California, 
Florida, New Jersey, Ohio, Kentucky and 
New Hampshire. | have had the 
opportunity to meet the racing 
personnel...;ockeys, grooms, parking lot 
attendants...hurting people being 
transformed by Jesus. | have met 
management, who have recognized the 
evident transformation in their industry 
and gladly fund the ministry. The 
Chaplain does the work, the track pays 
the bills, and we can pray and 
encourage, thus ministering to the poor 
in an affluent society. Never limit the 
ministry opportunities that are open to 
us.” 


Youth Experience 
Mexico Search and Rescue 


Mexico Search and Rescue, a recent 
Western District Youth Outreach, proved 
to be a dynamic week of learning and 
experiencing missions firsthand for the 


23 young people who participated. The ~ 
main aim was not to evangelize, work on 
buildings, or sight-see, though some of 
each was done, but rather to strengthen 
the Foursquare churches in Monterrey, ~ 
Mexico. The youth had-opportunity to 
take part in over 12 services, with cacy 
one sharing their testimony or 
preaching. 

In addition, special teaching sessions 
were conducted for the youth each day, 
including thoughts on spiritual warfare, — 
communicating Christ to the Mexican 
people, and a session on 
communicating missions to your local 
church. 

Each young person returned home 


with a heart full of love and excitement _ 


for the work of Foursquare missions. 
The relationships established in one 
week's time have made indelible 
impressions on the lives of the youth 
who experienced Mexico Search and 
Rescue. 


Strengthening 
Marriages 


With the staggering divorce rate in 
today’s society and its effect on our 
Christian community, it is imperative that 
the Church do all it can to help its 
members realize the importance of a 
God-centered marriage. 

At Canaan Rest Fellowship 
Foursquare Church in Susanville, Ca. a 
14 week class on marriage was recently 


conducted by Pastor Dom Contreras. 
The class culminated with a weekend 
“advance” and the rededication of 
marriage vows by the couples. 

Jerry and Judi Watson, one of the five 


participating couples, commented: “We 


praise God that our pastor obeyed the 


1 


guiding of the Holy Spirit in teaching this 


class. This class has given us 
tremendous insight into our marriage as 
Christ sees it. Through sharing with “ 
each other and fellowship with brothers 
and sisters, Christ's love was 


manifested. We learned that although no — 


marriage is completely without 

problems, if Jesus is at the center of our 
marriage and with His love controlling 
every area, NO power on earth can come 
between us.” H 


Cooke had not won a Pulitzer 
Prize, her fabrication of a feature 
tory about an eight year old heroin 
ddict might never have been exposed. 
os wonders how many stories peddled 
y the media represent much or mostly 
= The public has no way to gauge 


I f Washington POST reporter Janet 


e accuracy of information fed to it by 

e press, whose fallibility has again 
een demonstrated by the fact that 
Surnalism’s highest honor was awarded 
or a journalistic hoax! 


We all believe in freedom of the 

ress, but does that liberty include 
Bom to lie? Apparently not, decreed 
a jury in California a few weeks before 
he ‘‘Post-gate’’ scandal surfaced. The 
ury awarded entertainer Carol Burnett 


Raymond Cox 
Should There Be Freedom To Lie? 


a sizeable judgment against a periodical 
which falsely implied that she had been 
drunk in public. Miss Burnett claims 
she does not drink. Countless other 
public figures, including Foursquare- 
dom’s founder, Aimee Semple McPher- 
son, have been victimized by false press 
reports. 

The hue and cry over the ‘Post- 
gate’’ prevarications has diminished in 
recent weeks, and some cynics carp 
that reform by the media will fade to 
fantasy. Actually, to minimize being 
deceived, the public, and particularly 
Christians, need to cultivate discretion 
and discernment in their crediting of 
accounts they read and hear. Human 
nature has a tendency to crave the 
sensational and to believe the worst. 
Consequently the media can make a 
mint in accommodating those appetites. 

But unfortunately, damaging fictions 
and fabrications can gain oral circulation 
without any media attention. Millions 
have betrayed the tendency to believe 
almost every item of gossip they hear, 
and to pass it on! Yet how many stories 


current 


events comments 


about brothers and sisters in Christ 
have we heard which later turned out 
to be false, or at least misrepresen- 
tations or exaggerations? How many of 
those stories have we communicated to 
others without checking out the facts? 
And how often have we excused our 
propagation of such tidbits with the 
lame plea, ‘I believed it because I 
thought the person who told me was 
truthful’? 


Newspapers have a duty to check 
their sources and confirm their reports. 
Christians have an even greater respon- 
sibility before God and to each other. 
The practice of Philippians 4:8 in 
conversation, as well as in meditation, 
would silence derogatory gossip and 
multiply edifying communication. 
Here’s an exercise which will bless you 
and others: Whenever you hear some- 
thing bad about a believer, counter the 
report by saying something good about 
that one! And by all means, be careful 
what you believe. Only the Word of 
God can command absolute credibility. 


That Manuscript From Outer Space by H.L. Wilmington, 
Riverside Book and Bible House, Iowa Falls, Ia. 
Here is a book about the Bible written by the Dean of 


The following books are recommended by Dr. Nathaniel 
M. Van Cleave. 


The Ministry of the Spirit by Dr. A.J. Gordon, Bethany 
“ellowship, $2.45. 

Many books are being published today on some aspect of 
he work or ministry of the Holy Spirit. A few generations 
go, even books on Christian doctrine had little to say about 
he Holy Spirit. In our day we have witnessed a worldwide 
e-awakening of interest in the working of the Holy Spirit. 
Jere is a book that goes right to Bible basics written by a 
nan who was an associate of Dwight L. Moody. I think you 
vill be thrilled to read, froma godly pastor who lived before 
he modern Pentecostal outpouring, teachings that sound 
45 up to date as the latest book off the press. 


Jerry Falwell’s Thomas Road Bible Institute. It tells the 
whole story of how our Bible came into being, how the many 
books were collected into one, and relates the very 
interesting facts about the classical English translations. It 
gives many quotes by world famous people relative to the 
power and greatness of the Bible. It concludes with a whole 
chapter of proofs that the Bible is the Word of God. While it 
is written on the level of any serious Christian, ministers will 
find much in it useful for sermon content. 


Training Your Children To Handle Money by Malcolm 
MacGregor, Bethany Fellowship, $3.50. 

There is much interest today in Christian nurture in the 
family circle. This is a book written by a professional 
financial advisor that will assist parents in teaching their 
children how to handle, to earn, arid to be responsible 
stewards of money. Ina day when almost no one knows the 
value or Bible concept of money, here is exceedingly 
valuable help for Christian parents on a very practical 
subject. Mr. MacGregor is a member -of the Board of 
Regents of L.I.F.E. Bible College. 
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The local church is experiencing the Decade gnt revivals in Bishop, . California; 
of Restoration and a return of its New Chinleand Window Rock, Arizona; and North ¢ 
Testament ministry. As a result, glorious Battleford, Saskatchewan, Canada. In order 
visitations of God’s Spirit are now evident on __ for this outstanding opportunity of revival and 
several North American Indian reservations. evangelistic outreach among the North Ameri- 
Gratefulness to can Indians to 


God is being continue, your 


expressed for supportis needed. 

new churches Invest now while 
the harvest is 
ripe. 
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